
	  

	  

Early Learning: Quality for Florida’s Future 
Florida’s United Ways urge the 2015 Florida Legislature to provide access to 
high quality early learning programs for all children. 

 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The foundation for communication, critical thinking, problem solving, and teamwork - skills that employers cite 
as critical to workplace success - is developed by age five.Quality early learning, as well as early detection and 
treatment of childhood developmental and behavioral challenges, are essential to successful outcomes for 
children. Affordable childcare allows low-income working parents to maintain employment and become more 
financially self-sufficient, increasing state tax collections and economic productivity 
 
School Readiness: Early learning in Florida is a privatized model. Nearly 10,000 small and large private 
businesses provide affordable childcare through the School Readiness (SR) program, serving almost 225,000 
children of Florida’s low-income working families.Thousands more children are eligible but don’t get these 
servicesdue to insufficient resources.  The School Readiness budget lost nearly $1 billion over the past 
decade. 
 
Early Learning Performance Funding Pilot: To incentivize early learning program quality improvements, the 
2014 Legislature appropriated $10.5 million to create an Early Learning Performance Funding Pilot. It will result 
in higher quality care and improved results for an estimated 10,000 children in 500 school readiness programs 
by training 1,500 practitioners. 
 
Help Me Grow: Help Me Grow (HMG) promotes early detection of children at risk for developmental and 
behavioral problems, linking families through a centralized call center (2-1-1) with local resources quickly and 
effectively to address parents’ concerns about their young children’s health, development, behavior and 
learning.  The 2014 Legislature appropriated $2 million to expand Help Me Grow to 3-5 additional counties. 

 
PROPOSED CHANGES 

	  
Expand School Readiness and the ‘Performance 
Funding Pilot’: United Way supports adding $30 million in 
recurring funds to the Early Learning budget to allow more 
low income children to participate in the School Readiness 
program, and $10.5 million to strengthen the Performance 
Funding Pilot and incentivize quality early education. 
 
Expand ‘Help Me Grow’ parent information hotline, 
provider networks, developmental screening and referrals: 
United Way supports $4 million in additional funding to 
expand ‘Help Me Grow’ across Florida. 
 
 

 
Source: The Rand Corporation        
 
Child success is essential to Florida’s future, and taxpayer investments should be made wisely. The 
benefits of early care and educationare linked to program quality and to appropriate supports including 
developmental screening and parent information. These require a commitment to adequate funding. 
 

 
For	  additional	  information,	  please	  contact	  	  
the	  United	  Way	  of	  Florida	  at:	  	  (850)	  488-‐8276.	  


